[Argon replacing helium in measurement of pulmonary carbon monoxide diffusing capacity, its normal value and clinical application].
Measuring DL COSB of 120 normal subjects by using a gas mixture, in which helium was replaced by argon, we determined the DL COSB mean value, standard deviation and the predicted value formula for both sexes. The lower limit value of DL COSB for normal subjects was defined and the positive diagnostic value investigated. A ratio of actual value to predicted value below 80% was defined as abnormal. With this diagnostic criterion 43 cases of silicosis and diffuse pulmonary interstitial fibrosis were investigated, the positive rate of the cases being 90.70%, with a false positive rate of below 10% for normal subjects, which indicates that this gas mixture and the criterion are applicable for clinical practice.